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ABSTRACT

The Discourse Functions of Arabic Pronouns
With a Comparative Study of
The Pronominal Systems in Arabic and English
by

Dr. Mohammad K. Oraif
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic
Faculty of Arts & Humanities
King Abdulaziz University.

The main purpose of this study is to show how pronouns function in
Arabic discourse. This means that the paper is only slightly involved in the
grammatical functions of these pronouns, since this is covered sufficiently by
Arabic grammer. This study is different from other studies in that it expands
its horizons beyond phrases and sentences to paragraphs and entire

discourses.

‘The unit of analysis the study uses is an entire text. The study shows how
pronouns are used in this text to keep track of the referents by showing the
teshniques used. such as having a pronoun and a pronominal suffix work
together in the same environment to mean something different from using

the suffix alone. for example.

Using the data, the study investigates that the distinctions that Arabic
pronouns make are crucial at the discourse level. Native speakers of Arabic
can use pronouns to keep track of the referents in the discourse. This is

shown with specific examples in this paper.

Another goal that is fulfilled in this study is 2 comparison between the
pronominal systems of Arabic and English. This comparison shows which of
the two systems is richer in providing the native speekers with a fair amount
of pronominal elements that can be used to make clear distinctions among

participants in a discourse.

-1




Finally, this study shows whether Modern Arabic Dialects have the same
pronominal system that Classical Arabic has. This seems not to be the case
when we look at the pronominal system of Saudi-Hijazi dialect as
an example. With some difference, this dialect seems to work like English in

its pronominal system. Many other dialects are similar in this respect.
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