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Thomas, W. Lipman.

Islam, Politics and religion

in the Muslim world,

Headline series. New York:

1982, pp 36-40.
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Then, good my liege, let have what is mine -)

My father's land, as was my father’s will
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‘... now my soul hath elbow-room

It would not out at windows nor at doors.
There is so hot a summer in my bosom
That all my bowels crumble up to dust.

| am a scribbled form, drawn with a pen
Upon a parchment, and against this fire
Do | shrink up.’
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‘My nobles leave me, and my state is braved

Even at my gates, with ranks of foreign powers

Nay, in the body, of this fleshly land,

This kingdom, this confine of blood and breath

Hostility and civil tumult reigns
Between my concience and my cousin’s death’
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‘... And from his holiness use all your power
To stop their marches 'fore we are inflamed.
Our discontented counties do revolt;

Our people quarrel with obedience,
Swearing allegiance and the love of soul

To stranger blood, to foreign royalty

This inundation of mistempered humour
Rests by you only to be qualified

Then pause not, for the present time’s so sick
That present medicine must be ministered,
or overthrow incurable ensues.
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‘A foot of honour better than | was R

But many a many foot of land the worse!
Well, now can | make any Joan a lady’
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To thrust his icy fingers in my maw,
Nor let my kingdom's rivers take their course
Through my burned bosom, no entreat the north
To make his bleak winds kiss my parched lips
And comfort me with cold. | do not ask you much-
| beg cold comfort, ...
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And none of you will bid the winter come
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