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The judges of the Hejaz as reflected in the registry no. 14 from Misir Muhimme
Defteri in the Ottoman archives
(Rajab 1280 — 5th Shawal 1330 A. H./ Dec. 1863- 17th Sept. 1912)

Dr. Suheyl Sapan
Department of History, College of Arts
King Saud University

(Received 18/9/1432H; accepted for publication 15/1/1433H)

Abstract. The judges of the Hejaz as reflected in the registry no. 14 from Misir Muhimme Defteri in the
Ottoman archives (Rajab 1280 — 5th Shawal 1330 A. H./ Dec. 1863- 17th Sept. 1912).

This paper deals with the Judges of the Hejaz according to one of the registries in the ottoman
archives: the classification of Egypt commission books which i.e. registry no. 14 dealing with some
financial matters of the two holly mosques which includes some data about money specified from the
Egyptian treasury to the Hejaz in three categories: allowances of the judges in holly Makkah and
Almadinah Almunwarah, allowances of the Surrah procession trusties and allowances for Agha
Alkhuftan. It also deals with other important issues such as: allowances for the Aghawat in Almadinah
especially after some problems erupted between them, the distribution of the Ashraf inheritance who did
not leave inheritors after them, restrictions on its judges in marrying Ashraf women to others, the orders
of appointing some sheikhs in Almadinah Haram and the issue of carrying and lighting the first and the
second candelabra in the tribune.

Some characteristics have distinguished this registry: listing the names of the appointed judges in
the Hejaz for fifty years, the funds designated for them from Egypt or Jeddah customs, the dates of their
appointments in the Hejaz judiciary by special sultanic order which reflects the perspective of the
Ottoman state towards the Hejaz judiciary and the attention which it paid to it. The paper also provided a
list with names of the judges in Makkah and Madinah, the dates of their appointments and the biographies
for some of them.



