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Abstract
The Rarity of Pentiliteral Morphological Patterns in Standard Arabic

Counter — intuitively, Pentiliteral roots in Standard Arabic are far from productive compared to
either tirliterd or quadrilaterai ones. This paper shows that standard Arabic has opted, more for
utilizing auymeuted caunonical Patterns based on tirliteral and quadrilatcral roots rather than
coining pattcrns based on pentilircal oncs. This state of affairs might be due to the fact that
pentiliteral patterns are normally extra — long and, consequently, heavy, and potentially, and
socially have stigmatiyed connotations.

Moreover, these patterns are uneconomical from an articulatory viewpoint.
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