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The Linguistic Rules of the Triliteral Verb Forms in Arabic

MOHAMMAD K. ORAIF
Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language
Faculty of Arts and Humanmes King Abdulazzz Umverszty, Jeddah, Saudi Arabza

ABSTRACT. This paper provides a solution for a linguistic problem that re-
mained for hundreds of years. That is the alternations of the triliteral verb
vowels in Arabic. Arabic verbs have three conjugations: Perfective, Imper-
fective, and Imperative.

A relation that is still considered as a reality is that the imperfective and
the imperative are both derived from the perfective. The investigator
proved that this cannot be the case, considering the less marked form as the
underlying form, and the more marked form as the derived form. The old
system goes this way :

Perfective —» Imperfective, Perfective - Imperative

The new system in the investigator’s theory goes this way :
[Perfective-Imperfective] « Imperative

A main assumption in this theory is that there is no deriving relation bet-
ween the perfective and the imperfective, while there is one between the
imperative and the imperfective. '

An autosegmental solution to this phenomenon is provided. The vowel in
the imperative stem spreads autosegmentally to the imperfective stem fil-
ling the v slot in that stem. Theoretically, one can assume that the impera-
tive and the imperfective should have the same stem. And this turns out to
be exactly the case.

After the spreading, the imperfective form is matched with a perfective
counterpart. This pair of forms represent one of five classes: al, a2, a3, i,
and u.





