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ABSTRACT
The Manifestations of Conflict in Al-Mutanabbi’s Poetry

A Study of Vision and Form

Mufleh D. Hweitat
Mu’tah University, 2008

   Conflict is a central phenomenon in both realty and art. On one hand, one
cannot imagine life without conflict as conflict is in the essence of nature
and is the eternal law of life. On the other hand, good art is the product of
variety of conflict. Critics see that the composition of poetry is synthetic in
nature as it puts contradiction together and makes meaning of what is
rational and irrational. Critics also believe that the best poems are those
which employ conflict in their structure.
   This study aims at investigating the phenomenon of conflict in Al-
Mutanabbi s poetry. The study begins with a definition of the phenomenon
of conflict and overviews the most significant literature that tackled this
phenomenon.

   The study then explores the reflections of the phenomenon of conflict in
Al-Mutanabbi s poetry.  It uncovers the conflict of the ego with the other,
authority, time, and place, all of which form the space where the ego moves
and lives. In this respect, the ego proved to be central exploiting its
personal and literary capabilities in directing the conflict with its reality and
its environment.

   The study also investigates the reflections of the conflict in the artistic
structure of Al-Mutanabbi s poetry and sheds light on the techniques that
are used to embody this conflict. The structure of the poem is emphasized
taking into consideration all of the contradictions that it includes and the
structural and psychological rational that assures its unity. All binary
oppositions are identified and assigned their role in the formation of the
vision and structure of the poem. At this point, the study highlights the

theory of Irony and its applications on Al-Mutanabbi s poetry.
   Finally, the study concludes with an overview of the different aspects that

it tackles and the most significant results.
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