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The impact of the psychological factor on changing the meaning of
words
Dr. Farhad Aziz Muhidden
Assistant professor
Department of Arabic
College of Education /University of Kirkuk

(( Abstract ))

Languages are influenced by the trends and psychological factors
which humans undergo. Language is considered a prominent
characteristic of human behavior for language is regarded the
identity of a person.

Language is a mirror which reflects the feelings of a person and
his / her psychological orientations. A psychological state usually
leaves its impact on the language which a person speaks. Because of
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this, language is deemed the true record of peoples habits and
traditions.

The psychological state of a person plays an important role in
charging the semantics of his / her linguistic expressions. In
connection with this, the present study investigates the linguistic
expressions which have changed due to psychological factors.

As is known, language has no facets. One is articulatory, which
refers to the production of speech sounds. The other is auditory,
which refers to the reception of speech sounds.

Specially, the present study sheds light on the psychological state
of a person, which plays a role in changing the meaning of the
linguistic expressions used during the production of Arabic in
three spheres:

- Concerning taboo, the speaker tends to use indirect

expressions instead of direct ones in talking about sex.

- Relating to antonymy, the speaker tends to use optimistic
expressions instead of pessimistic ones in talking about a
blind man in the hope of regaining his sight.

- Referring to hyperbole, the speaker tends to use
exaggeration in describing things, e-g. saying: "waiting for
you for one year' instead of saying waiting for your for one
hour!!
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