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ABSTRACT

The Quran is the origin and source of the classical Arabic language - its
grammar, meaning and pronunciation. The study of pronunciation in Arabic
was foremost in importance to scholars specializing in reading and recitation

because of its close connection to reading, recitation and a good presentation
of the Quran. '

The diverse ways of reciting the Quran, which are correct and universally
accepted, provide a rich subject for Quranic studies due to the wide literary,
grammatical and vocal spectra they offer. Scholars of recitation have been
keenly interested in all these facets, especially that of vocal study. The
stmilarities of sound, one branch of vocal studies, were researched by
scholars under their actual names: "Idgham", "ibdal", "qalb", "al itba'a",
"imala", "roum", "ishmam", "tafkhim", "tarquiq". These features appeared
in diverse texts of recitation and books by Arabic scholars.

The various ways of reciting the Quran differed from each other in many
literary aspects and the similarity of sound has a share in these differences.
Therefore, what was acceptable in one interpretation, was ignored by
another, e.g., some readings accept "idgham" while others do not.

This thesis concentrates on the phenomenon of the similarities of sound
between two of the seven accepted manners of recitation. Both these
recitations represent individual points of view of the scholars on the different
dialects of classical Arabic and their exact rules. The two recitations in
question belong to Abu Amru ibn al Ala and Al Kasai.

The reason for studying the phenomenon of the similarity of sounds is to
show its concepts and limits from the viewpoint of the old scholars in sound
and recitation. Consequently it demonstrates the similarities and differences

of the two above-mentioned ways of reciting at the levels of sound and
meaning.

The uniqueness of the scholars Abu Amru and Al Kasai has been clarified in
this study. They resembled each other in taking the language from its
original source and in their commitment to the rules of the Arabic language.
This is obvious in the material they chose for their recitation. They both
followed the same descriptive standards in their study and recitation.



This dissertation has found that these two recitations were made in pure
Arabic, with ease and simplicity. Each of the scholars has chosen the
simplest and easiest methods according to Arabic dialects and rules.

It has been found that the expression of similarity was evident in both the
books of the Arabic language and of recitation. In these two recitations, the

‘simplicity of all characteristics of the vocal similarities are very clearly seen,

except "tafkhim" and "tarquiq". They also show harmony in dealing with
characteristics of similarity, since each of them contains "idgham", "imala",
"ishmam", "al itba'a" and "ibdal".

At the conclusion of this study it was found that there are no differences in
vocal similarities except in "al itba'a".

This thesis was prepared for the above-mentioned reasons and it consists of
an introduction, followed by three chapters and the conclusion. The
introduction speaks of the reasons for the different ways of reciting the
Quran and their benefit in enriching the Arabic language and nation, as well
as the two scholars, Abu Amru and Al Kasai with their study and recitation.

The first chapter illustrates vocal similarities in terms of their meanings and
language, followed by the representations made by old scholars. The second
chapter discusses the similarity of sounds in each of the two recitations and
their vocal presentation. The third chapter enumerates the similarities and
differences in sound and meaning between these two recitations. The
conclusion focuses on the main results of this thesis.



