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The Image in Contemporary Arabic Poetry
in Yemen
(1980 - 1995)
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() C.D. Lewis, The Poetic Image, London, 1969, p. 45.
2 Bowra, C. M., The Romantic Imaigination, Oxford University, 1976, p. 1.
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Abstract

The Image In Contemporary Arabic Poetry In Yemen (1980-1995)

This study attempts to study the image in contemporary Arabic poetry in
Yemen (1980-1995) as the image is a constructive process that embodies the
poet's experience, thoughts and vision.

Many studies were found that tried to study Arabic modern poetry in
Yemen, in the artistic and subjective values. lmage was one of these value that
previous studies reviewed quickly, and some studies tried to review the
development of image in the modern Arabic poetry in Yemen. But the most
important is that all of these studies started at the beginning of the seventies.

Therefore, it was necessary to study this subject, first because of its
importance, and because it will be included in the poem from the image point of
View.

Consequently, this study attempts to answer the following questions:
First: What are the sources of image in contemporary poetry in Yemen?
Second: What are the modes of image in contemporary poetry in Yemen?

Third: What are the structural methods of image in contemporary poetry in
Yemen?

The researcher tried to follow a method imposed by the phenomenon of the
study itself, as he started from the text in tackling the sources, modes, and the
structural methods; and observed the interaction between the partial image and its
relation with the whole images inside the one image; without ignoring the
relation of the image with the concept of contemporary poetry, and its
contemporary function, which changed from a decoration tool into a method of
embodying the vision.

The researcher must have a concept for the image to adopt in this study,
therefore, his concept was:

"It 1s an inspiring semantic structure through which the vision of the poet is
embodied, and overrides the known stereotypes to new ones, that includes a new
poetic experience".

The researcher concluded that the sources of image in contemporary Arabic
poetry in the research is built on factual and patrimonial sources. He also
concluded that these sources are of three aspects: Factual, patrimonial and local
sources; Arabian sources, and international sources. Whereas the poet inspired
his images from the place, time, woman, social aspects and Arab cases. The poet



also employed all forms of heritage: religious, historical, literary and folk to
inspire contemporary cases, as a major issue.

Thus, image in contemporary poetry in Yemen was distinguished in
peculiarity, as contemporary poet in Yemen had tried to appear to show the
peculiarity of Yemeni poetry, also, it was distinguished with the Arabic
peculiarity, also as the Yemeni poetry is one of the Arab contemporary
movement support. It was also distinguished with high peculiarity for depending
on factual, patrimonial and international sources.  This denotes that
contemporary poet in Yemen could develop the sources of image from normal
repeated subjects into new subjects.

The researcher also revealed that modes of contemporary image has
artistically developed too than the classical or old poem. As it has developed
than the old stereotypes: rhetorical and psychological in language, imagination
and the relation with structures. The poet did not look to similarity between the
two parts, and in his images he combined between different things in reality, and
with his artistic ability, he could make the image a field to unify them to inspire
is poetic vision.

The most distinguished modernization in the two stereotypes (rhetorical and
psychological) is that the image has become a basic factor to embody the notion,
not an extra method that could be skipped.

New stereotypes were also found which were three:

1. Cross-referencing image: which the poet uses in a special situation, i.e.,
use a line, a stanza of another poet, or a famous statement, among his
wordings.

2. Archetypal image: an image that results from the collective unconscious.

3. Cluster image: an image that occurs as a result of making relations
between its partial images through similarities, contrast or others.

The researcher also found that the methods of constructing the whole image
became numerous and different. The most distinguished method -which aimed at
achieving the biological unity of the image- are seven: fictional, drama,
figurative, legendary, circular, rotating and condensed.

The researcher explains this diversity, variation and development that we
felt in the sources, stereotypes, methods and structures of the image, that the
Yemeni society wants modernization in all aspects of life; as diversity in tools,
stereotypes and methods is considered a clue for looking to a better world.

Allah is the supporter.



