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Urbanization in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

By : Dr Nozha Y. AlJabri

Abstract

This study aims at examining the characteristic features
of the Saudi Urban System from 1992 to 2004 , the
discrepancy in the urbanization levels and the population
growth rates among the kingdom Administrative Regions.
Moreover , it focuses on the estimation of population mass in
some selected Saudi cities along with both, the current
structure of the Saudi urban pyramid and a suggested one.

Inductive approach has been adopted to give a
comprehensive understanding of Saudi municipal idiosyn-
crasies. In addition, a group of distributional conventions have
been applied , e. g ., Primacy Index and the Rank Size Rules.

The study has concluded several important results.
First, non-existence of a balanced hierarchal structure of Saudi
cities . Second, decrease of annual inhabitants growth Third ,
the actual distribution of the Saudi cities does not deviate a
great deal from the theoretical domain of the Rank Size Rule
Finally, there is a dimensional decline of the small and
medium cities .

Basic Terminology : Saudi cities , Saudi urban system ,
City size distribution , Urban primacy , National constructional
strategy .
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