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Computer-Mediated Communication in Written Arabic: Features and
Indications

Adil E. A. Ahmad

ABSTRACT

The accelerating advance of modern telecommunication revolution has such a
profound impact on language usage that some linguists equate it to that of invention of
writing and printing. They perceive the extensive structural changes experienced by the
English language as good evidence to this claim. If this is the case with English, the current
dominant language of technology, then what are the expected changes to the Arabic
language? This study focuses on responding to this question. It examines and analyses the
major characteristic of computer-mediated communication (CMC) in Written Arabic
communication, and explores their implications. Data for this research has been collected
from some randomly chosen Internet sites in the Arabic World, and the methods used are

deductive and analytical.
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