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Liom Hudson: The Echology of Human Intelligence, , ٢nd
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Penguinbooks, ١٩٧٠, P. ٧٣.                                                                                                 
٢
  (Ibid, P.٨٥. 
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  اTآ�Eن ��Eم@I، ث�ئ� م�>�ف، : /
��� اMد���م� أ. آ�
� وم	�ح� سEري): ١٩٢٩و�- /�م  ( م/�ع -,�ي ) ١
 .    أ+.�ح أ�,�ل، ج.Y ا�0-ر، رج�ل م����ون
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	�ح�� �� . آ�
� وم	�ح� سEري): ١٩٩٧- ١٩٤١ ( 
3� ا2 و��س ) ٢
3� ا�����Eد���.     ا�Mا ���
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�ث�Y، ا�
�q هE ا�
�q، ا��: م� أ/
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Oedipus And Its Reflections On Arabic Drama 

 

Summary 

 

Oedipus  is considered to be one of the most  wonderful 

myths ever known. The myth was, and still is the focus of many 

kinds of criticism and literary interpretations. 

Oedipus the King, written by Sophocles, is still considered 

the best imitation of the myth, and the most wonderful 

masterpiece written by a dramatist. 

Many Arab dramatists, however, have tried to imitate the 

the play. Some of these dramatists have been influenced directly 

with the title, the themes, the characters, the actions and many 

other elements of the play. 
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Tawfiq Al Hakim was the first Arab dramatists to imitate   

Oedipus the King. Ali Ahmad Bakathir, Ali Salem, and Fawzi 

Fahmi followed Al Hakim in writing plays relying on Oedipus 

the King, trying to give the play Islamic and Arabic dimension. 

They tried to change some of the themes found in the original 

play, such as the struggle between the gods against the human 

beings and between Oedipus against himself. Their 

interpretations see the struggle between the evil presented by the 

cunning preacher, against the good presented by Oedipus. 

The Arab dramatists also tried, throughout their plays, to 

reflect the political and social situation they lived in their 

societies.  

Moreover, some other Arab dramatists reflected Oedipus 

the King on their plays in a different way. The play was 

indirectly recreated in their works. Mutaa’ Safadi and Sa’dalla 

Wannous did not mention the play or its events directly, but the 

readers or the audience could tell that there are mutual elements 

that connect these works with the original play. 

Furthermore, Waleed Ikhlasi could present Oedipus the 

King in a new style when he made the computer foretell the 

prophecy but in a different way. Iklasi made the hero of the play 

marry his daughter and kill his own son, instead of marrying his 

mother and killing his father as the Dolphian Oracle foretold in 

the original play.  
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Riyad Esmat also chose to write about Antigone; the 

daughter of Oedipus, and her challenge to Kreyon, her uncle, 

who refused to make her bury her dead brother. The writer tried, 

throughout the play, to reflect the religious struggle in the 

society.  

To sum up, though the Arab dramatists have recently dealt 

with the play of Oedipus the King, they could present to the 

Arabic reader or the audience different kinds of interpretations, 

and a panoramic view to that myth, trying to reflect the political 

and social problems that their society complained of. 


