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The Declension of the ""Six Nouns'':
Its Origin and Development

Fawzi Hasan Al-Shayeb

Associuie Professor, Department of Arabic, Fuculity. of Arts,

Yarmouk University, trbid, Jordan

Abstract. As the waditional grammarians believed that the declension in Arabic is with short vowels in origin,
they considered the declension of the so-called "SixNouns" it .l -Le_¥b with long vowels in annexation a
secondary one. This paper takes the opposite attitude. that is, that declension in Arabic was originally with long
vowels, so that the declension of the "Six Nouns" with long vowels is a primary onc. The paper also sheds some
light on the dilfereni kinds of development that had taken place in this group of nouns, and their causes.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

