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ABSTRACT

THE SEMANTIC EXTENSIONS OF ANIMALS
TERMS.

LEXICAL AND SEMANTIC STUDY IN THE LEXICAL FIELD OF BODY PARTS

Animals have always appeared for our ancestors as
prominent domain of creatures, representing for them both
interest and concern. They represent a significant conceptual
field, encompassing thousands of breathing and moving
beings, and a great deal of the element in this field are
indispensable primary sources of food and clothes. It is also
an area occupied by creatures that may instigate man’s fears
and concerns, because some of its elements may deprive him
of food and deny him the free movements in the land.
Furthermore, this area of livings also attracts his interest and
triggers his excitement, for it is a field filled with a variety of
species, of different colors and shapes. All these factors
have made the conceptual field of animals a dominant active
one which is paralleled by an equally diversified linguistic
field, distinguished by its rich semantic divisions which are
concerned with to its different species, body parts, age,
characteristics and defects. Certainly, the prominent
presence of this conceptual and lexical field is expected to
have influence on other lexical fields, and to be operative in
the lexicon making process which language use to meet the
urgent needs of its speakers for new linguistic terms to mark
the new things and ideas brought to light by the progress of
man in all domains. This paper is an attempt to investigate
and measure the size of the influence of the animal and
insects lexical field upon the closely related areas of body
parts, illness, defects, behavior, manners, and proper names,
belonging to both man and animal.
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