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AN ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS OF

Hanadi Rashid Dayyeh for Master of Arts
Major: Arabic

Title: Th lation Between Frequency of Usage and Deletion in Stbawavhi's Kitib.

Kathra (frequent usage) has two meanings in Sibawayhi's Kitib: The first is
associated with single words which the Arabs used frequently; the second is associated
with structures which became known to both the speaker and the recipient because they
were repeatedly used. Kathrg in the first meaning leads either to favouring a certain
morphological form or a certain grammatical case which was frequently used, or to
changing it to be different from its likes. In its second meaning, kathra leads to hadhf
(deletion) of one of the elements of the structure (the verb, the noun, or the particle).
The relation between kathrd and hadhf, as presented in various parts of Sibawayhi's
Kitab, is the subject of this thesis.

As for hadhf, it is in the KitGb different from idmdr, ikhtizdl, or tagdir. It is that
kind of idmdr in which deletion is necessary. Jkhtizdl, on the other hand, is a specific
kind of deletion where the verbal noun substitutes the deleted verb. Tagdit, on the other
hand, is used in the Kit3b to express the meaning of "value" or "measurement”, and not
the sense of implying a certain elided element.

Sibawayhi is unique in establishing the relation between kathra and hadhf. None of
his contemporaries or successors exploited the far-reaching implications of this
relationship. His awareness of this relation and his study of its grammatical implications
are attested through the Kitdb-- a fact that highlights the internal unity of the Kitdb, in
its terminology, shawahid, and analytical tools.
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