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Grammatical Causality:
An Attempt to Justify the Linguistic System

Ahmad Matar Atiyyeh

Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic,
College of Arts, King Sand Universiry,
Rivadh, Saudi Arabia

Abstraet. Grammatical casuality is a striking feature of Arabic grammar. The great grammarians of the early
cenluries of the Hijra carried the scholarship of this trait to its peak. Books of grammar were replete with gram-
matical and morphological causalities to the point where it was unlikely to find a case unsupported by a specitic
relerence to causality. Special books were indeed fully dedicated to this phenomenon.

Grammalical causality, this paper maintains, is a direct result of the comprehensive view of language
that follows from a long and deep examination of the linguistic pheaomena. This paper aims at proving that
grammatical causality is the most serious attempt to put together a logical interpretation of the Arabic lungnage
system. To achieve this aim, the paper draws on the texts of the prominent grammarians in four major areas: parts
of speech, genus and species, universals, and finally the theory of the regent [amil]. The paper, moreover, could
be seen as an attempt o do jusiice to grammatical causality, especially since some scholars have attacked it
fiercely us nothing more than a worthless sophistication at best and as a fallacious justification at worst.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

