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and on the manner of her perfoming the
ghusl, and taking a perfumed rag ! to
wipe the last traces of blood.

We are informed by Yahya, who
had it from lbn c(Uyainah, through
Mansiir b. Safiyyah, through his
mother, through <©A ishah that :

A woman *once questioned the
Prophet (Allih bless him and give him
peace) about the manner of her perfom-
ing the ghusl after her courses. He
prescribed to her the manner in which
she should wash herself, adding: “Take
a perfumed rag and purify thyslef with
it.” “How am I to purify myself with it?”
replied she, “Purify thyself with it,”
said he. “How ¥ asked she again.
“Good gracious !” replied he, “Purify
thyseif,”

I accordingly drew her asid to me,
and told her to wipe away the last
traces of blood with it. °
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1. .z has also the meaning of old or worn.

2. The woman in question was Asmic bint Shakal, who was known as the spokeswoman

of her sex (i ahs ),

seen in the following hadith.

The prophet's reticence was due 10 cinbarrassment as will be

CAsishall, in her capacity as teacher of the faithful women,

took upon herself to draw the woman aside and explain matters to ler,

3. For its elucidation, this hadith should be compared with,Muslin's fuller narrative which

details the manner of ghusl as well as the rabbing of the head.

Al-Bukhari does not adopt

it for his Collection as it fails to fulfil his criteria of genuineness, though he takes bis title
from it—his practice being to accept titles taken from hadiths that were not up to his standardt

of genuineness.

His reasoa for rejecting the fuller narraive accepted by Muslim is that it

was transmitted by [brihim b. Mubhéjir, whose reliability as a narrator was impugned, He

accordingly preferred for his text the abridged form, which — in spite of

authenticity — does not completely elucidate the title, to the other fuller but less reliable

natrative.

its greate
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Chapter 12,

On the use of perfume by woman
performing the ghus! after her courses.

We are informed by “Abdulldh b
‘Abdul - Wahhab, who had it from
Hammad b. Zaid, through Ayylb,
through Hafsah (or—states Al-Bukhari—
Hisham b. Hassan, through Hafsah),
through Umm  “Atiyyah, from the
Prophet (Allah bless him and give him
peace), She said :

“We were forbidden to be in
mourning for the dead wore than
hree days, except for a husband,
when the mourning period was four
months and ten days — during which
we were not to use kohl or perfume,
nor wear a dyed garment unless it were
of ribbed Yamanite cloth. We
were permitted when any one of us
was performing her ghusl after being
clear of her courses to use a pinch of
Zafar costus.! We were also forbidden
to follow funeral processions.”

Hammad 2 stated that this hadith
was related by Hisham b. Hassan

through Hafsah, through Umm

°Atiyyah, from the Prophet (Ailah bless

him and give him peace).. .
oo " !Chapter 13.

On a woman rubhing_herself ‘when
purifying herself after her courses ;

- 2. 2 »
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1. The commentators prefer }\é lai==an Indian aromatic berb imported throngh Zafir in

Yaman, used as incense,  Although pertumes were forbidden then during mourning, they weie
allowed the use of incense after their courses.

2. According to Al-Karmani this statement was made either by Al-Bukhari or Hammad,
though ibn Hajar and Al-Aini are in favour of the former.
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2. We are informed by Qutaibah,
who had it form Yazid b, Zurai®,
through  Khalid, through  ‘lkrimah,
through °<A*®ishah, who said :

“One of the Prophet’s wives (Allah
bless him and give him peace) once
joined him in a spiritual retreat, when
she actually saw blood and a yellowish
liquid which she caught in a basin
under her while she was praying.”

3. We are informed by Musaddad,
who had it from Muctamir, through
Khalid, through ‘Ikrimah,  through
“A® ishah that :

One of the Mothers of the Faithful
once went into a spiritual retreat while
she was aifticted with constant extra-
menstrual discharge.

Chapter 11.

Should a woman perform her

prayer in a garment which she hath
worn during her courses ?

We are informed by Abu Nu‘aim,
who had it from Ibrahim b, Nafic,
through Ibn Abu Najih through Mujahid,
who stated that °Asishah said

“Each one of us had only one
garment !, which she wore during her
courses, so that if it was slightly soiled
by blood she moistened the place with

her saliva and rubbed it with her finger-
nail.”
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Jahsh. Ibn Al-Jauzi, however, holds that the woman in question was not one of the Prophet’s
wives mentionzd, but a connection, and names UmmHabibah bint Jahsh the Prophet’s sister-in-
law, and Zainab bint Umm Salamah the Prophet's step-daughter.  This view is refuted by the
two following narrations of the same hadith which both state ctearly that she was one of the

Prophet's wives.

1. This was the case only in the early days of Islam when poverty and hardship were the
rule; but later, as Umm Salamah’s hadith shows, separate garments were kept for menstruation,




— 281 —

menstrual blood ¥ ‘If the garment of
any of youis soiled with menstrual
blood’, replied he, ‘let her rub it
between her knuckles, and then rinse it
with water, after which she may pray
init, "

9. We are informed by Asbagh,
who had it from 1bn Wahb, who received
it from “Amr b. Al-Harith, through ‘Abd-
ur-Rahman b. - Al-Qasim, through his
father, through cAtishah, who said ;

“When one of us had her courses
she used to rub the blood-stains off her
garment with her knuckles on purifying
herseli, then wash them and rinse the
whole garment. After that she performed
her prayer in it.”

Chapter 10.

On the spiritual retreat of a woman
subject to constant extra-menstrual
discharge.

1. We are informed by Ishaq, who
had it from Khilid b, *Abduilih,

through Khalid, through ¢A* ishah that :

One of the Prophet’s wives (Allah

bless him and give ljm peace) once-

joined him i a spiritual retreat when
she was in a state of constant extra-
menstrual discharge, actually seeing the
blood—so much so that she placed
a basin under her, presumably to catch
the blood.

¢ [Krimah stated that CAtishah
seeing a safflower-like ' juice said : "l
suppose this is what such and such *
was discharging.”
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i The simile is chosen here because the saftlower plant yields a thin reddish liquid like the

more tenuons blood of the post-menstriial flow.
9 This seems to have been Saudah bint Zame¢ah,

or Ramlah Umm Habibah, or Zainah bint
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which Alizh hath allotted to the
daughters of Adam’ said he, ‘so
perform whatever a pilgrim should do,
save that thou do not circumambulate
the Ka‘bah until thou hast purified

thyself.”

Chapter 8.

Oun  constant
discharge,

We are informed by “Abdullah b,
Yusuf, who had it trom Malik, through
Hisham b, “Urwah, through his father,
through “A* ishah, who said -

extra - mensiryal

“Fatimah bint Abu Hubaish once
said to the Messenger of Allah tAllah
bless him and give him peace) : ‘O
Messenger of Allah, | am never in a
state ofritual purity, through constant
extramenstrual discharse. Am | then to
give up prayer ' ‘That js only blood
oozing from a vein’, replied  the
Messenger of Allih (Allah bless him
and give him peace , ‘so when the time
of thy courses cometh give up prayer,
and when their period passeth wash
the blood from off thee and perform
thy prayer.’”

Chapter 9.

On washing away stains of mens-
trual blood,

. We are informed by “Abdullih
b. Vasuf who had it from Milik,
through Hisham, through Fatimah bint

Al-Mundhir, through Asma‘bint Abuy
Bakr, who said :

"A woman once asked the Messen-
ger of Allih (Allah bless him and give
him peace) : O Messenger of Allih,
what dost thou consider any one of us
should do if her garment is soiled with
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the letter of the Prophet (Allah bless
him and give him peace), and when he
read it he saw in it the words : “In the
Name of Alldh the All-Loving the Most
Merciful. O ye people of the Book,
come to the call of a word which is
common to us and you etc ; "

¢ Ata® related through Jabir
“ cAs ishah, although in her courses,
performed all the rites of the pilgrimage
except the ‘circumambulation of the
Ka® bah and the prayer ; *”

Al-Hakam said : “For my part |
slaughter animals when I am in a state
of ritual impurity, mentioning the
“name of Allih, for He saith : ‘Eat
ye not of things over which the rame
of Allah hath not been mentioned,’ ” *

We are informed by Abu Nu® aim,
who had it from Abd-ul-‘Azizb. Abu
Salamah, through ¢Abd-ur-Rahmén b.
Al - Qasim, through Al- Qasim b.
Muhammad through ©A®ishah, who
said :

_ “We set out with the Prophet
(Allih bless him and give him peace)
with no other aim but the pilgrimage
to Makkah. Whenr we reached Sarif, my
courses came upon me, and when the
Messenger of Allih (Alldh bless him
and give him peace) entered my tent |
was in tears. He said : 'Why artthou
weeping ?' | replied : ‘I wish by Allah
that | had not undertaken the pilgri-
mage this year !' He said : ‘Have thy
courses perchancz come upon thee ?
Yes’, reptied [, ‘This is a matter

1. Sec Surah 3 . @4,
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The point of this passage is that although Heraclivs was, as a

Christian, presumedly in a state of ritual uncleanness. there was no objection to his touching

the Qursan and reading two verses from it.

This fact is the basis of the Companions’

inference that one or two verses might be recietd by one in a state of jandbah.

2. The distinction must be observed between the M (prayer ritual) and the o> (the

saying of prayer or the making of invocation)—the former not being permissible to a menstruating
woiman or one in a state of janabah, and the latter being permigsible at all times.

3. Surah 6: 122.
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husbands. [ have néver seen anyone
more apt to make a resolute man lose
his reason than one of you womenkind
who are imperfect in intellect and faith.’

‘What is the imperfection in our
intellect and faith, Messenger of Allah?’
asked they.

‘Is not the testimony of a woman
equal to half that of a man ? replied
he.

‘Certainly’, said they. .

‘Then’, added he, ‘that is due to
the imperfection of her intellect. Must
she not cease to pray and fast when
menstruating ¥’

‘Certainly’, said they,

‘Then’, added he, ‘that leadeth to
the imperfection of her faith.””!

Chapter 7.

A woman in her courses performeth
all the rites of the pilgrimage except
the circumambulation of the Katbah ;

Ibrahim declared that there was no
harm in her reciting one verse of the
Qur*in; 2

Ibn “‘Abbis saw no harm in a verse
or two being recited by one in a state
of ritual impurity through sexual
intercourse ;
the Prophet (Allah bless him and give
him peace) used to praise Allah on
every occasion of his life ;

Umm “Atiyyah said:“ We were command-
ed to send out women in their courses
on the Feast day, so that they might
say the takbir with the Faithfu! and
make invocation ;

ibn ‘Abbas stated that he was informed
by Abu Sufyan that Heracllus called for

or e OB ST Ul
- .’-’.f\.x;-l
Cdac L..»auL 2y Tl

¢ 4 sl

d sl Bl ol 06

N AT
] G
;l,iica\_:é;_’; " e_ul.u‘ : JB
L5 (TN ey ]

- -

PR
‘Lbl-' .ul_.s

el 5 0lZaad e W JG
T —_ V—.__
S U W g ol
“_,;JL Ul s
LI ET 0 ¥: el A6
A A L
4.1;4\\ 1o Ay LU 25
gl ¥ e @l ;;\.’,_(.1,,
OV 733 U2 e 30 0,
J,K_..au,.f ' JJ\ CJ,;,

-

. U)c"‘f,}
LcJ\J\i;
MﬂJ.a d..” H_,LC ey’ J.’JA q\

1. The interruption in prayer and hstmg nece551tated by a woman's w ealmess places her
at a disadvantage with a man, whose religious exercises are subject to no such interrupjion.
2. An isolated verse may be recited, preferably being begun but not completed - as is

expounded in a hadith narrated by this Ibrahim.
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The Book of Menstruation

( CONTINUED )

Chapter 6.

On a woman in her courses not
keeping the fast.

We are informed by Sa'id b. Abu
Mariam, whe had it from Muhammad
b. Ja‘far, who received it from Zaid b,
Aslam, throught “lyad b. “Abdullil,
through Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri, who
_said ¢

“The Messenger of Allih (Alidh
bless him and give hun peace) once
went out on the Feast of fhe Courban
Sacrifice--or that of the Breaking of the
Fast! — to the open ait mosque.” When
he passed by the women he said: ‘O ye
women ! Give alms, for indeed it hath
been shown me that ye form the greater
part of the inhabitants of hell-fire.
‘“What for, Messenger of Allah ? asked
they. ‘Ye areinstant in cursing’, replied
he, ‘and ye show mgrahtude to your
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1. Doubt on the part of the narrator.

2. A place in the cemetery where the Feast-prayer was performed,
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