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But the best remedy to avoid future unpleasanuicss lies in the hand of
the woman in Islam, where marriage is a civil contract and can be saddled
with adequate conditions, to violate which would in itself bring marriage
to nullity.  Thus, a woman who fears the possibility of a second-marriage
on the part of her betrothed, can make provisions against its unpleasant
effects, before she is married.  She may get such special damages, as are
provided in the contract of marriage, when the contingency arises ; she may
have the option of living separately frem her husband with a suitable
maintenance ; or get herself divorced and lead an independent life, and
recover damages as well.  But this should all be ppvided for in the con-
tract of marriage. )

“Polygamy in a word, in Islam, is a remedy. [t has its uses and
abuses. Islam guards against the latter, and zllows the former under
restrictions and within stringent limits.  More knowledge of human needs
and exigencies would enlighten the world and enable it to see the necessity
of allowing an institution, like polygamy, with its rare and limited use as

In

in Islam?,

Polygamy is not an institution originated by Islam. “Now
Mohammed,” writes Mr. B. Smith, “was a legisiator and a statesman, as well
as the founder of a religion and why is the defence which we allow to
Solon, and the praise we bestow upon the limited scope of the Mosaic
legislation, denied to Islam ?

“Polygamy is, indeed, next to caste, the most bhighting institution, to
which a nation can become a prey. 1t poliutes society at the fountain-head,
for the family is the source of all political and all social virtues. Mohammed
would have more than doubled the debt of gratitude the Eastern world
owes to him, had he swept it away ; but he could not have done s0, even
if he had fully seen its evil. It is not fair to represent polygamy as a part
of Mohammedanism any more than it is fair to represent slavery as a part of
Christianity.  The one co-exists with the other, without being mixed with
it, even as the muddy Arve and the clear Rhone keep their currents distinct,
long after they have been united in one river bed. Perhaps it is sfrange
that they ever could have co-existed, even for a day; but we have to deal
with facts as they are, and it is a fact, that slavery has co-existed with
Christianity, nay, has professed to justify itself by Christianity even till this
nineteenth century. Mohammed could not have made a ‘tabula rasa’ of
Eastern society, but what he could do he did. He at least put strict limita-
tions on the unbounded licence of Eastern polygamy, and the facility of

(1) H. H. Nawab Sultan Jahan Begam Sahiba, Ruler of Bhopal, India.
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the institution under restrictions which gradually proved to be a most
efficacious check to polygamy, and made the largest portion of the Moslem
world observe strict monogamy. The best check indeed has been provided
in the very verse of the Koran which is held {o authorise polygamy :
“Then marry what seems good to you of women, two, three or four
(wives); but if ye fear that ye shall not act equitably, then one (wife)
only \.”

In this verse the licence given to polygamy is curtailed by the proviso
which enjoins strict equity and justice towards all wives as obligatory on
man, In case a man feared that he could not act equitably and jusily
between his wives, he was directed to be content with one wife only.
The word ‘fear’ in the verse deserves special notice; that is to say, if a man
is afraid that he will not be able to comply with the proviso, he must not
go beyond one wife. And it need hardly be pointed out, how difficult it
is to give every one his (or her) own just due; nor is every one able to do
it. Nay, the Book of God itself admits in another verse the inability of
man, to observe the required equality of treatment in every respect to all of
his wives, and thus emphasises the desirability of having only one wife;
but suggests, at the same time, a very wise course to those who under
unavoidable circumstances have been compelled to have more than one
wife. The verse is as follows: “And ye can never act equitably between
women, although ye covet (it); but turn not with all partiality (towards one
of them) nor leave the other like one who is in suspense; but if ye be
reconciled, and fear (to do wrong), verity God is Forgiving, Compassionate %"
Again ; “And if a wife fear ill-usage or aversion from her husband, it
shall be no crime in them both that they should be reconciled among
themselves with some reconciliation ; for reconciliation is best. And souls
are prone to avarice ; but if ye be good and God-fearing, verily God knows

what ye do?”

It will thus be clear from the above instructions that when a man has
married two wives in the belief that he is able to treat them equitably, and
he then finds that he is inclined towards the one to a degree amounting to
aversion against the other, and is prepared to divorce one of his wives, the
above verses lay down directions for the guidance of both man and wife,
namely, that they should come to an understanding between themselves
and be reconciled—the wife by foregoing some of her rights, and the man
by self-control, This would save each of them the troubles attendant upon
a divorce.

(1) Koran IV :3. (2) Koran IV : 129,
(3) Koran IV : 128,
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of the law in the West which, practically speaking, condones what it
condemns under the name of bigamy. Marriage after all is only a union
of man and woman which under specified formalities received the sanction
of society. Therefore, if the special circumstances of an age do demand
the multiplication of units in a nation, why not legalise whai has already
received the sanction of practice and usage, and save thousands and
thousands of souls from the ignominy of being called ‘bastard’ sons or
daughters, and thus give them the right to inherit from those who gave
them their body ? It would tend to improve morality, and enhance the
sacredness of nuptial rights.  Thus, polygamy spmetimes becomes a
national necessity. "

This institution has also its legitimate uses in individual cases as
well.  Propagation of one’s species is the most important of all the pur-
poses of marriage, and if all hopes of an issue through the first wife are at
an end, there seem to be only three ways open to a man : either to divorce
his wife ; to deny himself the pleasure of having issue—the desire of nearly
every married man; or to wait till the death of the wife, and spoil his
whole life. Is not then a second contemporaneous marriage to be
preferred to any of the above alternatives ? A man may do it and save
heart-burnings, if he is strongly attached to his first wife. The case of
Napoleon presents a good illustration. He had to divorce, his well-beloved
wife, Josephine, a lady possessing virtues and abilities of a very high
order. There was the warmest attachment between the two, but Napoleon
could not have issue from her, and the country therefore insisted upon her
divorce.  The account of her divorce, as related by historians and bi-
ographers, is extremely pathetic. Napoleon married another wife, he reigned
splendidly and enjoyed the benefits of a prosperous kingdom ; then came
calamities, upon him, which continued until his death. Josephine had been
divorced, but their love for each other underwent no change. She
remembered him with ardent Jove and sympathy in his troubles and
calamilies as in the days of happiness. But the strong cord which bound
them together had snapped asunder. If polygamy had been allowed -and
this was, | say, one of the rare occasions where the jurists of Islam have
sanctioned polygamy—Napoleon and his widow, would not have suffered
this extreme affliction. Moslem ladies have often allowed their husbands
in such cases to take another wife and beget an issue'.

Of course, those who indulge in polygamy without obvious reasons,
are not acting in accordance with the spirit of their religion. Islam placed

{1} ‘Muslim Home’ by H, H. Nawab Sultan fahan Begam Sahiba, Ruler of Bhopal,
India.



of wives, let him live with one wife, and Islam will not be a bar in
his way.

Polygamy is not essential in Islam. To consider polygamy an
essential in Islam, would be an unpardonable mistake, In fact, the teaching
of the Koran is to the contrary, and strongly recommends monogamy, as
already shown. [slam claims to be a universal religion. [t was not
revealed to meet the requirements of a particular race or age; with its
world-wide mission, Islam had to ook to the requirements of all ages,
countries, and civilisations. Besides the substantial laws, the code of
Islam, as every wise legislation must do, provides certain ordinances which
may be locked upon as auxiliary or re nedial laws, with an elasticity to
meet the coniingencies of place and time. It deprecates their abuses, and
lays down proper restrictions as to their use,

The events of the world sometimes give rise to circumstances which
cause appreciable paucity in the number of men. [Inter-tribal or inter-
national wars often lead to the sanie resuit; and leave numberless members
of the weaker sex without home or protection, The great Europein war
(1914-13) is a quite recent ex imple of international calamity that caused an
unimaginable decrease in the number of males, leaving hundreds of thou-
sands of females without guardians or protectors, With all our refined
ideas of chivalry and broadmindedness, no other institution than marriage
can safely come to save the situation. Other measures under similar
circumstancés have been schemed and resorted to, but they could not
avoid undesirable results. To maintain strict continence and piety in
society, Islam would not recommend any woman to seek refuge under the
roof of any man who does not stand in marital, or within the prohibited
degree of relation to her. Qur experience also goes for to endorse the
advisability of lslamic_;policy in this respect. Polygamy is the only specific
remedy to meet the need.  But woman has not been left without her own
choice in the matter.  To secure her peace, comfort, and happiness, if she
needs no other help or protection, no Moslem would compel her to marry
a man who is already the husband of aaother woman. Thus polygamy,
as said before, is a sort of remedial law in Islam which may come into
operation when opportunity arises, and shouid not be resorted to when
there is no occasion for it. It is not only for connubial purposes, that
equality of number in men and women is a necessity. In human life there
are occasions when only men are in requisition, How to fill up the
shattered ranks, if similar calamities cause the dearth of men ? The only
two resorts left are either to encourage bastardy or adopt polygamy. To
recruit the number no one having the least sense of decency, would recom-
mend the former measure. One, indeed, cannot understand the wisdom
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is always very high and there is no province where the returns are more

lamentable than Bengal. In the annual report of the Sanitary Commission
for 1912, it is stated that nearly 34,000 children died during the first year
of their existence, this representing a loss of twenty one per cent of the
births.,  Under these conditions the only way to protect the numerical
strength of the human race against the undermining effect of infantile
diseases, is to resort to polygamy, Heat that engenders sickness cannot
be prevented ; therefore it is impossible to better the climate of the hot
region in this direction at least. As long as the maladies, fatal for childran,
cannot be effectively combated, it is unwise no{-to adopt another counter-
active measure. [f mortality cannot be reduced, the birth rate should be
increased to a very high degree. The fatal influence of the sickness can be
encountered by producing a large number of healthy children, so that a_
good number of children may survive the bad effect of the climate. This
necessitates Polygamy. By two or more wives one can beget more
children, and thus contribute to the preservation of the hdman race. The
high number will make up for the increased death-rate among the young,
and keep the population from dwindling.

This is one of the many natural ressons that go to prove the necessity
of polygamy .

The writer takes this opportunity to point out, that our critic friends
have no cause to lose their temper at the mention of polygamy. Islam
does not enforce polygamy. It enjoins marriage where no disabilities stand
in the way. Monogamy is the general rule, polygamy is a provision for
urgent emergencies. It is unwise to question the general wisdom of an
institution in exceptional cases. If a man can be content with one wife,
Islam does not compel him to resort to polygamy. if Christian critics find
that their way of living obviales the necessity of a plurality of wives, they
are not bound to have recourse to polygamy. Let them live with one wife
and refrain from reviling Islam, as Islam does not make polygamy
obligatory. If they clearly understand the problem of polygamy, [ hope they
will come to entertian a better feeling towards the law of the Holy Prophet.
Istam simply permits polygamy, if one cannot live in happiness and piety
with one wife. But if Christians can live piously and happily with one
wife, Islam does not interfere, Islam is as much monogamous as
Christianity, the difference being, that the former makes a provision for
urgent needs, with due regard to the rights of the wife, whereas the latter
does not. Should a man fail to find any emergency calling for a plurality

(1) Physical inability on the part of a married woman to fulfil the duties of marriage
is evidently a justification of polygamy, for instance.




like other cravings of nature, being duly gratified, may lead to the perfect
safety and the complete security of social morality. Thus the lslamic

system of marriage, harmonising with the practical need and requirements
of mankind, gains fresh lustre when brought under the search-light of
unbiassed criticism. The Prophet’s example in the matter of marriage is
specially striking. It refutes th: commonplace objection of ignorant people,
that it is impossible to deal f irly with more than one wife, One need not
waste time and energy in di:cussing the practicability of monogamy or
polygamy for mankind. The example of the Prophet is vividly before us.
He had as many as nine wives, but how lovingly and fairly he behaved
towards them, is known to all students of religion. The iove he bore to
each individual wife, and the consummate spirit of good will that character-
ised the muiual relation of the Prophet and his wives, is above the possi-
- bility of suspicion. We have the absolutely credible evidence of the wives
themselves. They state him to be the embodiment of love and justice®.
Never was there any real grievance on the part of the wives against his
treatment. The Prophet with his perfect example has proved up to the
hilt, that it is quite possible for a polygamous husband to maintain justice
and equality of treatment among his wives, if only he has a mind to do so.
When the Prophet could do perfect justice towards nine, there should be
no reason why we cannot do justice towards only four, even less than half
the number,  The excess allowed to the Prophet is not to permit him to
indulge in sensuality, as certain critics would have us believe, for the
Prophet's life is nnsullied and above such base charges, but it is meant to
show to the world how the Prophet was endowed with superhuman
feeling of love and affection towards his wives. It was also intended to
“show the Moslems how it was within the range of possibility, to deal
kindly and justly with a plurality of wives. He left no room for discussion.
He acted and asked his followers to act, Polygamy must not be discarded,
if it be found conducive 1§ social happiness, on the clumsy pretext that it
is impossible to live smoothly with more than one wife. The Prophet
did live peacefully with nine wives, ai.a we Moslems can a so do so, under
given conditions, with four wives, if we follow the nobie example of the
Holy Prophet in all our doings and actions. It is only when we f{ail to
live up to the standard of thie Prophet’s perfect manners, that we fait to
secure a peaceful and loving attitude towards a plurality of wives, nay even
towards a single wife.

The natural causes that go to prove the necessity of polygamy are
many. According to the Pioneer (Allahabad, India) infant mortality in India,

(1) Ibn Athir, Abul Feda, Sir W. Muir & ¢, & ¢.
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discover their hidden ornamenis. And be ye wholly turned to God, O ye
believers ; then it shall be well with you'.”

Thus, both men and women are required to refrain frcm unnecessarily
looking at each cther. The softer sex is required to walk about so
carefully as not to be a stumbling vicck for any weakling, and therefore
the social morality and individual chastity are kept infact.  Promiscuous
intermingling of both sexes, and the reckless display of charms on the part
of the fair sex, have gone a long way towards undeimining the moral tone
of Christian countries.

- . s .
A learned man-, commenting on the charge that Islam stimulates sex-
indulgence, writes in the Review of Religions :—

“The living facts speak volumes for themselves, and no one who has
had occasion to read up certain articles in the Encyclopaedia Britannica,
can afford to question the truth of the sad state of affairs so strikingly
brought to light in them. We cannot shut our eyes “to the ennobling
infiuence of the growing civilisation of Europe, but civilisation with all its
softening and elevating forces, has not yet been able to obviate the
necessity of food, and alleviate the pressure of all the cravings of nature,
If, therefore, attraction of charms, is a natural aptitude, as surely it is, one
cannot help admitting, that unlike other natural desires, this craving of
nature also remains unaffected by the advance of civilisation, No amount
of learning and no sort of culture and scholarship can alter human nature;
and it follows, therefore, that civilisation can scarcely prove a bar to the
inborn desire of man for woman, and vice versa. To assert that civilised
Europe is proof against the resistless onslaught of passion, is a ridiculous
statement when, civilisation has failed to do away with other natural
desires of mankind. To give a moral lift to the Christian countries, it is
necessary to introduce the Islamic moral code which pays equal attention
to the intellectual, moral and social advanceivent of the people. But under
the present circumstances, it is sad to note that Christian Europe improves
the intellectual side at the sacrifice of the moral one.”

(3)
Islam and Polygamy
Islam enjoins marriage, whether monogamous or polygamous, as the

conditions of life necessitate, with due regard to piety, so that there may
be no viclence to human nature; and the desire for sexual infercourse,

(1) Koran, (2) Qazi Abdul Haque.
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impossible, therefore, to incur displeasure where the avowed object is 1o
win approval.  Thus it is clear that Islamic marriage makes life pure and
chaste, and does not afford occasion to taunt any one with the vice of
sensuality.

Whether a Moslem weds one wife or the fullest admissible number of
wives, he connot lose sight of the object of his life, He is not born for
anything but the adoration of God. He turns heretic if he even for an
instant, even in the mement of sexual infercourse—the moments of utmost
enjoyment and therefore of utmost self-forgetfulness—banishes from his
mind the purpose, for which he was brought into being.  Marriage,
whether monogamcus or polygamous, is for a Moslem the means of attain-
ing the nearness of God '

The Gospel's commandment “Every one that looketh on a woman to
lust after her, haili committed adultery with her already in his mind,”
shows us that an evil look is forbidden; but a look having no wicked
intention behind it is permitied. ~ Moslems, however, are bound by their
religion not to look repeatedly and freely at a strange woman, for the
pleasure of doing so. According 1o human nature a woman, on account
of her charms, is an object of {emptation ; and whoever exposes himself
freely to temptation prepares the way for his moral destruction., Too
much indulgence in the habit of looking freely at beauties, as it seems to
be allowed according to the Gospel’s text, leads to evil. The best way to
guard against ewl, is to avoid the path that leads to temptation. The
Koran forbids both pure and impure free looks ; for too much recourse to

~ pure looks.is likely to prompt impure ones. To be safe, temptation must
“be kept at arm'’s length and noi nourished freely to exhaust one’s patience
and power of resistence. The Koran’s injunctions on the subject are as

follows :—
o

“Ask the beficvers {o cast down their eyes and ohserve continence.
Thus will they be more pure.  Of a tiuth, God is well aware of what they
do. And ask the believing women to refrain their looks and observe
continence ; and to dispiay not their ornaments except those which are
external, and to draw their veils over their bosoms, and to display not their
ornaments, except to their husbands or their fathers or their husband's
fathers or their sons, or their husbands’ sons, or their brothers or their
brothers' sons or their sisters’ sons or theit women or their slaves or male
domestics who have no natural force, or to children who note not
women's nakedness. And let them not strike their feet together, so as to

(1) Al Ghazali.
(12)
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