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Futile Similes: Characteristics and Position in Rhetorical
and Critical Research

Hamid Salih Khalaf Al-Rubey’i

Assistant Professor, College of Arabic Language,
Umm Al-Qura University, Makkah, Saudi Arabia

Abstract. This research deals with “futile similes”. Those similes had been received with increasing admira-
tion by the Arab taste which found in them a high-class sample of comparison in the Classical Arabic ode.
They eventually became well-known and widespread to the extent that people versed in poetry gave them a
specific name which singled them out at the level of form and content. There came a time, however, when
nothing could be known about such similes except their name. Among modern researchers, they are known
under a different name, although they had gone along with rhetorical and critical research since they appeared.
They indeed had their historical and artistic presence within the fields of creativity and criticism. This research
is an attemnpt to answer the following questions: What does “futile” mean in rhetorical convention? When did
it appear? What are the artistic features that distinguish such similes from other types? And what is the extent
of the presence of such features in rhetorical and critical thought? Such questions and the ideas, whether cen-
tral or partial, which result thereupon are the subject matter and core of this research; and reaching satisfactory

answers in the light of the data available in the ultimate goal.



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



