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Tragedy (tragoidia) then, is the imitation (mimesis) of a good
(spoudaias) action, which is complete and of a certain length by means
of language made pleasing for each part separately, it relies in its various
elements not on narative but on acting: through pity (eleos) and fear
(phobos) it achieves the purgation (catharsis) of such emotions.
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(A poet differs from a historian - not because one writes verse and the
other prose- the work of Herodotus could be put into verse but it would
still remain a history whether in verse or prose- but because the historian
relates what happened, the poet what might happen. That is why poetry
is more akin to philosophy and is a better thing (spondaioteron) than his-
tory. Poetry deals with general truths, history with specific events. )
That is why the writing of poetry is a more : JILS & oY1 ilad! 51 (2 A
philosophical activity, and one to be taken more seriously, than the writ-
ing of history: for poetry tells us rather the universal,history the particu-
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History has to expound not one action but one period of time and all
that happened within that period to me or more persons. However tenu-
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Tragoidia, then, is the mimesis of a noble action complete and of bulk

by means of language made pleasing for each part separately, it relies in
its various element not as narrative but on acting through elos and pho-

bos it accomplishes the catharsis of such emotions.
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